Volvo 590 .

| ook, I'm just a biochemist. Most of the time, SUV can be beautiful and now, the recently revealed
| I work in a little glass jar and lead a very un-  S90 has thinned the line between concept and produc-
eventful life. I drive a Volvo, a beige one.” That  tion even further.
dialogue from the Rock (1996 film) says a lot
about the old general image of Volvo. They were con- ~ DESIGN
; - sidered unexciting and just ‘safe’. The styling was ‘safe’, ~ The design is nothing short of majestic. It is designed
SO was the drive and Volvo has always been at the  on the company’s SPA or the Scalable Platform Archi-
~ forefront of safety inventions and innovations. Volvo  tecture, on which the recently launched XC90 is also
@ 0 | ~ has made _.g;jﬂd lﬂnkif_n_g cars in the past but lost its  based. According to Hakan Samuelson, Volvo’s CEO,
e zing somewhere along the line. But ever since Geely  the platform keeps only the dash to axle proportion

S

' stepped In,Vﬂlvﬂ’SdESignatthﬂhands Df Thomas In-  constant. It can be used to build any car of any body

The much awaited Vovio S90 was fi'n.éiilly‘revea-l'ed at Gothenburg. ' | genlath (Chief designer) has undergone a complete  type or proportion. Aesthetically, the S90 is almost
Ks hltlj Sharma tells all abOUfVOlVO"S new f| aqsh'psedan - transformation. The XC90 showed us how an imposing i@enﬁcal to the Concept coupe shown at the 2013

THE DESIGN
AND
PROPORTIONS
OF THE CAR

E NOTHING
SHORT OF
MAJESTIC. IT
IS5 DESIGNED
ON THE
COMPANY'S
SPA
PLATFORM
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The interiors are
almost identical to
the XC90 barring the
aircon vents, and the
more generous use of
wood compared to the
XC90

The rear bench
too is supremely
comfortable and

the front ‘slim’
seats contribute

to increased rear
kneeroom

SENSUS INFOTAINMENT
SYSTEM TAKES ALL THE
CLUTTER OF MILLIONS
OF BUTTONS AWAY
FROM THE PANELS
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Frankfurt Motor show. The Thor’s hammer LEDs sit
on either side of the concave waterfall grille inspired
from the P1800 of the seventies with the company’s
iron mark sitting right in the middle of the grille.
The design isn't radical or aggressive but confident.

The shoulder line runs the length of the car end-
ing at the tail lamps. The tail of the car features
an edgy design with twin stepped wraparound tail
lamps lifted again directly from the Concept coupe.
Compared to the S80 it is set to replace, it features
a shorter overhang by 150mm in the front and a
slightly higher roofline. The wheelbase too is longer
for more cabin space. The car sits low to the ground
on 20-inch wheels shod with Pirelli PZero tyres. But
them coming to India is a bit doubtful we will prob-
ably have to make do with 18-inch ones.

INTERIOR
The S90 has probably the best designed interior
ever fitted to a car. It follows the same minimalistic
approach as the XC90. The front seats are also the
same slim seats as on the SUV.

The Sensus infotainment system is the center-
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PREVIEW

Volvo has introduced a new revolutionary
technology with its new D5 diesel engine called
the PowerPulse. A powerful and electrically
driven air compressor and a pressurised air tank
have been added to the drivetrain. The compressor takes fresh air from
the air filter, compresses it and routes it to the pressurised air contain-
er. The container is connected directly to the exhaust manifold which in
turn injects the air into the exhaust manifold whenver it detects hard
throttle input to help the turbo spool up faster resulting in quicker
acceleration. PowerPulse is claimed to negate turbo lag completely
resulting in a smooth and almost instantaneous torque delivery which is

available almost from idle.
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The Orrefors crystal glass gearshifter single
handedly takes the interior to a whole new level of
tasteful but is only available with the T8 plug-in

piece of the whole dash and takes all the clutter of hun-
dreds of buttons away from the panels and onto a 9-inch
screen, which can even be used with gloves on. The
home screen houses the main icons like, navigation,
phone and media. One swipe to the left takes you to
vehicle options whereas the access to your apps lies in
the right swipe. All that remains on the centre panel are
air-fins with diamond cut knobs and the audio controls
for the Bowers and Wilkins sound system.

There is generous use of natural wood and high qual-
ity leather in the cabin, on the steering, dash and of
course the seats. The crystal gear knob though will only
be available with the T8 plug-in variant and it will be
available in India. The only downsides of the interior and
we are nitpicking here, are that the S90 doesn’t come
with an electrically adjustable steering and in place of
the volume and stereo controls, controls for the climate
control system would’ve probably made more sense for
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PREVIEW

adjusting the air conditioning via touch screen while

The tail lamps look i
: driving could be a bit cumbersome. Having said that,

futuristic and are

nealy identical to that
of the concept coupe.
The Thor's hammer
DRLs also lend great
character to the front
fascia of the car
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Volvo aims to
make the car
fully autonomous
by 2017 and has
further improved
its detection
system to
recognise large
animals apart
from pedestrians
and cyclists even
in the dark

VOLVO HAS INTRODUCED
LARGE ANIMAL
RECOGNITION WHICH ALSO
WORKS IN THE DARK
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both things make no negative impact on the overall
experience of the interior.

SAFETY

Volvo as we said before has many safety firsts to
its name like, first laminated glass in 1944, inventor
of the three point seatbelt, first to introduce blind
spot recognition, booster seats, whiplash protection
and the list is never ending, Needless to say the 590
is one of the safest cars on the planet. Along with
the radar guided cruise control or the Pilot Assist as
Volvo calls it, the blind spot recognition system and
pedestrian recognition, Volvo has introduced large
animal recognition as well which also works in the
dark. In addition, Volvo also announced that it plans
to make the $90 fully autonomous by 2017.

DRIVETRAIN

The S90 is be powered by a range of DriveE engine
which will be available in both petrol and diesel
guises. Power figures will range from 150bhp to
407bhp. All engines will be four cylinder units to
qualify for the forthcoming Euro 6. The different
outputs will be achieved by turbocharging. The
D5 diesel engine also comes with Volvo's new
PowerPulse technology which helps negate turbo-lag.
In addition with normal diesel and petrol engines,
a petrol plug-in hybrid will also be available. It
promises to be a great handling car and will offer a
range of 50km in all electric mode.



