INDLILGE MOLMO XC 60

ONTOP OF THE

WORLD

Valvo recently grabbed the World Car of the Year
award for the XC60. 1fit's that good, we had to drive it
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IMDULGE WVOLMO XC 60

THE FIR ST YOLYO 1 CRCVE WAS AN S50, [TRAS
incredialy oo fartable, had 2 strong egine and drove like
acuahy hixury car At the e ithad the bestseats o the
busirese When wou opened the S50 vou el like vou were
enitering thesafest phcain thewarld - thick frame ind sirong
thud when the doors clesed. 1 had twomain takeaways,
combort and sifery. But the T80 war old and Valvo o the time

~wiin sericuis Ananch] problems. New prod tets were far awes
and the old onss were fust getting facelifts sfter facelifes tomck
up rezpectablesales numbers Meamwhile o ot was brewing
in Fyeden.

Under the camerchipof Geely, Veluiwas
itzelFrom its oM desigre to new anes and parallel b the new
designe, the anginssring team wor d eveloping new sngines,
the interices team wis burning the midnight ol 1o makes
WValvo tnterions cne of the finest places tobe in on four wheeks,
and all this came togecher Ln 2012 with the RO aed S0
TP and sedan. Thewodd was shocked ot Yolvo's pew face -
sharp, edgy. vauthil avd Flled 1 the brim with technelogy |
remember diving the 90 in Southern Spain in the Fummer
of 2016 1t waathe stkcessor o the S50 butbor did it feela

Few generaticns shead [t wasthe Br=t time Lot 2 car dri
the other way sround) s getni-aubom 5
crubas contrel spstern works o well on highwae in Burope
it would ruize at 1 3kmph on highwaps all while staying in
itzlane evenwhen the road curyed, chinged lanes when you
tize the indicator and never ever pita foot wrong. 1 enjoyed
the Spanish landscape a whole lot mers a5 the car dnove me
a0 effartlesshe | Bgursd i therssone car tovisk it in, it would
biein a Volvo. Mot just that, the 39iis a looker, s 4 smashing
sutertainment system and the interior b5 20 taatefully decned
with the large tah an the centre conscle in Its unkue partralt
celentation that every bit about the 550 had Yalwo's signatiee
alloverit The cars were designed to have their cwn identity
withzut being roo outlandish.

Left: Tha KCA0 = striking

rems ponry anghe but that raas
aripacinlly mive climic Vol
ok in & maders avatar, Relow;
The Thee Hammat LED DRLa

are now a foatera on all modarn
‘Wolvos. Right: Evary part is neatly
designad, evea that key with it

battons on the tide

THE CARS WERE
DESIGNED TO
HAVE THEIR OWN
IDENTITY WITHOUT
BEING TOO
OUTLANDISH

Wiy e mitch about the T30 and XO907 Thess wers oot fust
Vialya Hsgehipsbit a preview of things o some The desien
skt i dlserdy iekling dows thefsod chabn
i Sweden, and we didn't know then that sll that work into

tpcars was shaping the Weald Car of
v faumched the XCED. [1 was meant 1o0be
the company'z midsize SV 20 Yolyo scaled the X090 downa
bit That was shout all the change they made, or 50 it seerned at
firat ghres. The K6 bs that prcd an UV that it fedls almest,
a3l and plush azits £her slbling.

The XA carries Farnily design cues that nclude the Thors
hammer LEC DRL bn the headlights, the signature Valro grille,
and ¢.=imil 1o the XC90's. The rear featiires s
desien elements az well While the two SUYs lock all teo
atilar, the X060 adde s kot more deatesbiline in the bargain
Ereniat thef Foo Villas bungalow in Fune where the
hetze in the backgrourd coste around B 23 crare, the X060
doem't look cut of place. It's arguably the most expersive
leoking midsize SUY an the market right now, an aspect thet
surely has contributed o winnicg it the ‘Woel Car of the Year
award. [t even pipped the Range Rover Velar to the crown due
tio the biang wou get for pour buck

Stepinside and the ovely napps Jesther aeats will make
yoit beliaye you are in a car bar castlier than the XC60= sticker
pelce; the daskbeard is made o high qualiny materials and
the large infotsinment screen wih it sharp graphles works
wonderfully tosproce up the cabin even more, The front sests
aven have 3 fist o class massage program, Yolvo hasensured
o stone stays untarbed when it comes to hozury espedalhe
anything that'z in regular totching distance for iz occupants,
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INDLILGE VOO XC B0

Fellowing the Jooks and comioet with o good mechanical
package Lz Vol th .
the XCHll's shopping cart {another ssgment firet), gave it the
st poerfil dissel engine in it class with 135 borsspower
ard 480N m. and tuned itsuch that it k't the fastest But the
smethest of metors you will drive, [t feels unhurried and maybs
1f amything. would hive bad @ stranger midrangs but the KCs0
daesn feel show. The alrsuzpenaton lowers the SUV athigh
zpeeda reducing fs body roll considerbheand maldng it a better
handler in the process. Tou wont be hurting spexes in this ans)
hosweyer, body rell on a long foieney can wear v dowrn and
whenyoit re on highways, better body compecire makes s car
nilcer tobotr in
There'slitthe to faubt the Yolvo honestly When people talk
abaitt cars being complete packapex, thers are wery few that
anand up to the challenge and he X060 6 one of them. [t dossit
put & foot wrang far the ma ket it caters 1o, Valwe's CEO Haken
Sarnuslzson who has led the brand it this new snd seiting
phase of class leading prodicts desseves the Warld Car Person of
the Yesr award that was conferred to him at Geners this year [t
ju=t hiim o have got Volpe bo the place Ibis now but
the recopnition shows that the world & taleing Yolyo serlouchy
sgain. For & company with such  vick histoey of cars, somehers
along the way.they had kot their calling, bitt the new products
show how Volve st got back on the right path The X040 and
the mew 340 will be coming e pesr’s e and you and 1 csn
v high szpectations from thess twe cars now. 8

alr dom into.

Top: The interior & a straight [t from
o XCHD, which i alwoys & good thisg.
Above, right: The XCE07% drive modes
i bar controlled by this v rall button



