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hen it conies to technology in
cars, few can take on Volvo in
Indiarightnow. The XC60 isthe

second among the company’sthree SUVsin
the country—the othertwo being the XC40
and XC90. And itpacks in enough technol-
ogy to amaze anyone who puts tech first
when buyingacar.

Let’sstait with the driver assistsystems in
the car. The Volvo XC60 is one of the few
cars that offer asemi-autonomous driving
system on Indian roads. It’ called
pilot assistand allows the car to
automatically maintain alane
and speed, as long as the
driver has their hands on
the wheel. You don’t have
to steer, butyou cant take
your hands off the wheel
formore than 10seconds.

The pilot assist mode is
extremely handy when driv-
ing on open roads, as long as
there are proper lane markings. The
car even slows down when it

speeds up again when the
traffic clears out.

Next, there’s the traffic
alertsystem, which detects
incoming traffic when
you’re reversing, even if
you cant see it on the rear
camera. The caralertsyouof

beeps. The car also detects ani-
mals, pedestrians, cyclists and other
cars on the road, warning you about the
samewhenrequired. In fact, ifitisabsolutely
necessary, the carwill actually screech to a
haltifthere’san obstruction in frontofyou.
The obstruction detection features are
especially handy when a pedestrian sud-
denlywalksoutin frontofyou, orthere’san
unforeseen accident on the road while
you’re driving.
Volvohasalsoincludeda360 degree cam-
erasystemin the XC60, allowingyou to see
allaroundyourcar. There’sautomatic park-
ing assistsystems, and adaptive cruise con-
trol as well.
The only drawback, dependingon
how we see it, is that most of
Volvo’s driver assist sys-
tems rely on road
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markings, which are hard to notice (or
absent in most cases) in India. However, if
you do cross-state trips often or drive mostly
on highways, you will find these systems to
be quite dependable.

The driverassisttechnology overshadow
Volvo’s in-car infotainment system. The
company’s Sensus touch screen system
though isanother nifty offering. Yougeta
9-inch vertical touch screen on the dash-
board, which will give you access to Volvo’s
in-builtnavigationfeatures—Bluetooth con-
trols for media, phone, etc., seat massagers
and more. While Volvosin-builtmaps arent
dependable, the caralso has Apple CarPlay

and Android Auto support forgood
measure. So, Google Maps will
show up on the screen when
you need it.

Andtheicingonthe cake
amid all thistechnology are
the 15-speaker Bowers and
Wilkins audio system. If
you've driven aVVolvo V90
Cross Country before, or
read our review of the same,
you may have heard ofthis. It’s
by farthe bestaudio system we have
iinany carin Indiaright now.
There’sa Gothenburg Con-
cert Hall mode, which tries to
mimicthe acoustics of Swe-
den’s famous concert hall
inside the car. While we
can’t confirm whether it
actually sounds the same,
what we can say with cer-
tainty isthat itsounds fantas-
tic. Ifyou listen to a lot of music
in your car, this car will deliver
punchy bass, crisp highs and inids, and

an overall pleasantaudio experience.

In sum, the Volvo XC60 is undoubtedly
one ofthe bestoptions for SUV buyers who
focus ontechnology.

The factthat the car iscomfortable and
offersan excellentdrive seems like an after-
thought at times.

Price starts at
i52,90,000 (ex-showroom)



