VOLVO V90 CROSS COUNTRY "DRIVE
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A rugged estate with the ability to traverse a Seandinavian forestin i debve M sidncd 0l

comes with an uff

comfort, safety and luxury — it doesn’t get more Volvo than that, as
Gavin D’Souza finds out on the icy roads of North Sweden.
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& It's a looker oo, enhancing
the 590 eool restraint with
rugged bits all over. Firsy off
the shape ian't boxy like Valvo
estates of old, or even like the
XC90 for thar magter. I has a
sloping rear windsoreen and
the haumches curve out nicely
beneath the signature Volva LED
tall-limps, The ‘toughened-up”
front and renr bumpers aren’|
everdone, and neither is the
cludding that suns around 1
The big, chunky alloy wheeld on
i best car certainly looked good,
50 let's hope these come to our
market too

Vialvo has been reniownied for
ite procrical and safecy-focused
estutes for decades, 5o who better
o pesh this wagon renaissance
i s, But will this jscked up
estiie be enough to woo Indinn
buyers back 1o o body style they've
lang since shandoned?

I"s virtually identical o the 590
midun froim the dashbosrd umil the
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Voivo has been renowned for its practical
and satetv-mcuseg,estates for decades.

The exquisite cabin from the
590 returns almost unchanged.
Lighter colours likely torindia.
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APART FROM OUR drive out on
Swedish country roads Inthe V90
Cross Country, Valvoalso had a
spacial treat instors for us

A trozentake with 3 track platted
out, And the best part 7 No training.
naexcessive rules ar reguiations;
lust @ quick satety briefing and we
wire et loose on the ¢old &ttt
Imagine that. a company
migst tamous for safety
encouraging us te turn the
satety systemy off.

Al our disposal were
not just & fleet of VSO CCs,
but alee XCI0 T8 hybrigs
and Va0 Cross Countrys,
Al pquinped with studded
tyres and all-wheel drive,
of course.

The Va0 actually proved
the trickiest to drive
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Thedt, ol e , there's every

iround thi sn SUV, laading vl

with its long wheelbase ang mays
aver the rear. The hybieid XC20

T8 was surprisingly composed,
apart trom same body roll (sient
piectric drifting, anyone?). But it
was the tiny V40 CC with its superb
Pydraulic steering thal was the
most fun te boot around the track
fast, and sideways.
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