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(S FIRSTDRIVE

Going slidewa

vo is getting ready to taunch the new Y90 5 v e e ] <

the car in not so usual circumst
a unique first drive ekperienge

IT DOES TAKE
CONSIDERABLE
TIVE TO GET
USED TO
DRIVING OIN ICE
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. First Drive | Volve V90 Cross Country p

Vaolvo VO

Engina

1.968ce, Loyl
Power
225bhp24,000rpm
Max torque
A80HmE1T50rpm
Gearhox
H=peed aute

Wheelbase
2,541
LxWxH (mm)
453501 87591,543
Kerb Weight
1968kg

A BITOF A
FLICK ON THE
STEERING
WHEEL IS
ENOUGH TO
START A SLIDE
GOING

Price Rs 65 lakh
estimated
On sale Mil 2017

Jrn o et me start with a persnoal note: Everyong which isa shallow river in Philippiones with voleanie us to go ‘slideways' on, But before thal we had  perficial, The V90 Cross Country offers 283mm

e Iy wea riou his o buchet st of things o do snd 1t is the — ash meking up its bed and so on. While tol ticks 1o get there and oursteed was the new Volve VB0 of gronnd clearance which 1s eonsidaralily more
i L SAM e with me My list meludes unigne  ave present on my s, theee are quite o few (elt and § Cross Country. Before we getall excited about the  than the standaed VB0, lalso offers AWD. and the
S A .Jl"'[u". nees tike geing dune bushing in the  was alyout time that T tinked Gifane L sidenaws aclion. let me give you the details o the  only wiriant coming 1o ndia is fully losded and

: saneks of tre Middle East, ciiving o the Lalvar Beds e 5 01 possible vou s {hinking e in gucslion, henee alsa comes with air suspension, The anly

i ane of thist The Volve Vo Cross Country is based on downside is that the suspension is not the acdjust-
S 1p north Velun's Seatable Architectare Platfarm and this  able kind, But we are just nitpicking here, 8o an
1 el mians that it shares ity underpinnings with (ke the outside the Va0 Cross Country is sonted,

eonntries which has harsh winters, PI

WIS b

auresdn the region o

siug, In comclitions lik (IR 540 sedan which is already available in India. Inside. the dash and ather comporents are
Su the loeals oul there o nastal it hy wrm Mast of the design alements are alsa borrawed  horrowed frem the S80 as wall. S0 you get that
ing these massive leed up Brkes oo deiving ks fromn e 500 S0 in come those gorgeous Thor's exceplionally well erafted dash aad hat Jaege tal
But be ou think of the g ¢ of all tanctions.

2 o e wa hgmmer headlamps and the signature Volvo  let on the comsole to take
s [Pt arille. Howsverit is in the profile where you sud-  The seats are extremely comboriuble and there
denly see things changing, The V80 is a slation- s ample space within the cabin as well. he oot
wagon and guite eleady Velvo is allacking anew  is also huge and the rear seats can be folded to
segment in Indin, one which has not seen nuch create more space. [l is an extromely praciieal
success vel 5o how does Volvo plin to make s solutivn and gs dlways we think station wagons
dhilferenee? The answer (0 this guestion lies in - make good sense for India
the nomenclature of this new car. So quite simply Under the boanet of the Indin spee carwall
pul the Vou Cross Country is o fusion of & st b the 20-ite, win tarbo diesel cagioe, The DS
tion wagnn and an SUV Se in comes the plastie then will be the only vartnl lmnched in Tndia
cladding all around. But changes ave not justsu-  initially. Power cutpul is in the range of 235bhp

ter below, et me tell you thit thes
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Volvo V30 Cross Country #

¢ poneshy thes car bl om publle eonds hut
therr the steering lelt Hght m *Comfor? mode

mnkes i perfect for the mad cily spaces we find

TS

Bere o Tidiag AL e snme inte, wen to sportier
wveighs up there by offoring
more feedbouk, The roads sround this place are

mindes and system

a0 extremely smooth and there were very Little
srienved, In these conditons the Vol
vir's ride felt supple and coanforable. The ooy

hpmps e

e ot wans e corstant deone from the metal
wtudded tyres, Whilu thay were maling o reeked,

they sure hely

sl mitresing g

Hat bebored wee ke it the ety ronds hid led
s by Are i westurned off the mein hghway and
a sharp drop fater, we realized thal we wire Sail

1o thrivime on o Juke! We parked op and as
soon as we stepped out the anby way we wanted
0 head was the log fire, With o freezing cap ol
et et wee looked around the blanket ol white
sive Inkie hod lle orange coneson itand

g

Lol Presh soow! With o qudeloindo session we

weere gven the leys backoand were rendy 1o go.

Nuwdlless to sy (heee s always @ Hist ime and

thiswns Ty finst + el Tdid wxpeet that

it would vegquire o certiin finesse shivh 1 Tuad o

aeuire. As we sped on Lo the ek, | eonld feel
i pertain logs of conteol, Things were not hap
pening the way they usaally deoimd the lure of
puiting this big s
strong, In all sale mode the Vol re i
sicteways and all the sofety systems e working
overtime o keep (e carstraighl, Butin e fght
between technulogy and maiaee, e worn mest

1071 W go Sidey B Witk oo

uf {lie e

Howvever the real fun biegins when al

slomm
the Volva
is oy 1o play and with o stight Senndinavian
tioks the Volvo goes sideways: Just o careful bit
of throttle and steeritg fnpul ensitres G the
worklis going by sideways and in e plastering
an enr-to-ear grin. However typing these words
an-a kevboard s easier than sclually doing
Ser the best way forward s 10 Keep vour ook and
Tearn the tnp step-ly-step. [t 18 socool o do ths
anel fum s well,

As we lindshed our des

ave wirmed off, Right from thee word

ted bops aond gol

out of the earswe reelized

ot all that snow {1y
ing uround had lodged itsell bolind the car B
enomgh of playing arvod, wheee i the wond fire
imd the coffect! &

B VERDICT

The 90 Seried Valve cars are
nathing short af a revolution,
They ook the part, have strong
migchanicals and are priced
competitively, 3o the V20 Cress
Country |5 no arent. Being
based on the 590 platform
makes it 8 good praduct right
from the word go. But the

trick which Valvo has played

i thal they are oiringing the
Cross Country 1o India and it
bear: festures which Indians
leve, Maroover [t alsa gete
AWD. Adding to the package =
the price which should hover
between the R5:60 10 65 Bhh

mark. Fantastic we must say.

PP AT -16 DEGREES CELSIUS EVERYTHING FREEZES. EVEN THE
SPRAY FROM THE TYRES FROZE INSTANTLY THUS CREATING
STALACTITES. IT WAS AN INCREDIBLE SIGHT

arnl torque is 480K Tronskssion chores are liken

‘ L_]Lf:ﬁ care ol by w8 speed gulomatie

Looks, features, to all fou
performance, driver mu
space

vhieh sends power

vl when

are throsen i as usunl

Stuppinig out In =16 welgiue weathor s o
The only t

sureeal thing
W Dislike g s bit ot waroth s tha
The:alt SEI.ISDEI'I' stepipeed bt the Vo0 Cross Cow
slan does not
aliow height
adjustment

| e it whon we

We woere initinly

il Lo dirive to e ke which wis o * o b0tk

on the

el that the

nd the adventore sty
0 moads of Sweden. W 4

vomiiters srommd had detord

v i)

teud naved as o pesult,

st res worne ol an e cars we wers deiving

On the ry the Cross Country i

extremedy stabile, The divsel
torgque and the AWD syston |
oy conditions, So i should work well in [ndia too.

ine offers plenty
ey umple grip in

The gearhox shifted seamlessly through the 1
whilie in Sport mode, the rovs were held on for i bir
al fun, Lhooking o the conditions we conld niot re
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